HOW TO GET STUFF DONATED TO YOUR TEAM
November 12, 2006

To: Deidre Pope- Paint-a-Thon Chair

From: Steve Matlon- St. Thomas Becket Church Chair

Deidre,
Each year St. Thomas Becket gets food and drink donated for our group from four local businesses:  Subway, Rainbow, Wal Mart and Big Apple Bagels (all in Eagan). 
Subway provides us a large party sub, Rainbow and Wal Mart give us $25 gift certificates that we use to purchase fruit, chips, water, paper products, soda etc., and we get a bunch of Friday’s left over Bagels from Big Apple. 
How do we solicit these?

Subway: The local franchise owner in Eagan has been doing it for years for us. So what I do every year is to personally visit the store in June to thank him for his past support (he gets a written thank you after the event every year) and ask for it again. He has always said yes and asks me to remind him the week before Paint-a-Thon.

Rainbow: I always hit the store several weeks before the event and bring my Paint-a-Thon packet to show him/her what we are about. I have a letter with our request in my possession as well to formalize the request. They always say yes and ask us to come the day of to get our gift certificate and shop for the day’s needs.

Wal-Mart: I hit the customer service counter and again formalize the request and hand them a letter with our formal request. (Letter is Attn: Store Manager). Wal Mart has you fill out a request form right there and hand it in. They notify you several days later via phone and ask you to come in and request your gift certificate from the customer service counter again. 

Big Apple: I just call them a couple of weeks before the event and then we pick up Friday’s left over bagels right before the store closes at 6pm. I then will buy some cream cheese from them for our coffee and bagels mid morning break.
It is true that you don’t get unless you ask and if you ask you (usually) shall receive.
